
 
 

FAMU COVID-19 Grading Policy Modifications  
for Spring Semester 2020 Courses 

 

Effective 3/25/2020 

The Satisfactory / Unsatisfactory (S/U) Policy described in this document only applies to 
courses offered during the Spring 2020 semester. This grading policy does not apply to 
the College of Law. 

 
S/U Course Grading: The University has modified the Grading Policy to allow students 
the option of receiving either a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) or letter grade 
(A/B/C/D/F) in courses that are approved to offer the S/U grade. Students will be required 
to request the S/U option for eligible courses. The particulars are listed below. 
 

1. Each undergraduate, graduate, and professional course (excluding the 
College of Law) will be designated S/U eligible (by default) or S/U ineligible. 

2. Deans, in consultation with faculty, may request that a course be designated S/U 
ineligible by April 1, 2020.  All sections of a course must be either S/U eligible or 
S/U ineligible. Final decisions on requests to make courses S/U ineligible will be 
made by the Provost based upon justification that must accompany the request. 

3. A student’s request to be graded with S/U will be automatically granted in S/U 
eligible courses, provided they submit the request between April 15 and May 6, 
2020.  
• Note: For undergraduate courses offered by the FAMU-FSU College of 

Engineering, FAMU students will follow FAMU’s procedures for requesting an 
S/U grade .  To understand how choosing  S/U grading will impact engineering 
students, and  other college policies, please visit this 
link https://www.eng.famu.fsu.edu/sites/default/files/pdfs/FAMU-FSU-
Engineering-S-U-Policy-Spring2020.pdf. 

• Note: Restrictions accompanying the current S/U grading policy will be lifted 
for the Spring 2020 semester. 

4. Students who choose S/U grades will receive a statement such as:  
“In certain circumstances, and for various reasons, faculty, advisors and other 
university officials may recommend that students NOT select the S/U option. 
Students on academic probation are strongly encouraged to consult with their 
academic advisor before making any decisions about the S/U option. 
Departmental policies, graduate/professional program admission 
requirements, and rules regarding external accreditations, among other 
factors, may influence the advice all students receive about this policy. 
However, the choice to select the S/U course grading option is the 
responsibility of the individual student.”   
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5. Faculty will be notified of the policy that students have the option for S/U (for S/U 
eligible couses) or letter grading.  
• For Undergraduate Courses: "S" grades will be given for “A”, “B”, and “C” 

grades and “U” will be given for “D” and “F” grades. In limited cases, an 
academic program may determine that assigning an “S” grade for an earned 
grade of “D” is acceptable for certain courses. 

• For Graduate and Professional Courses: “S” grades will be given for “A” and 
“B” grades and “U” grades will be given for “C“, “D” and “F” grades.  In limited 
cases, an academic program may determine that assigning an “S” grade for an 
earned grade of “C” is acceptable for certain courses. 

• Note: Some students may need to retake a course if their program requires a 
particular letter grade they have not earned (e.g., “S” grades may not be 
acceptable). 

6. Students may not change the grade to S/U or back to letter grading after May 6, 
2020.  

7. S/U grades will not affect the GPA. 
8. A note will be added to all students' transcripts for Spring 2020 denoting 

“Extraordinary Circumstances (COVID-19)“ or a similar statement. 
 
Incomplete (I) Grades: The "I" makeup period will be extended through the end of Spring 
2021 for Spring 2020 courses only. For students with Fall 2019 “I” grades, the period has 
been extended through the Fall 2020 semester.  
 
Course Withdrawal (W): The date to request a "W" for the Spring 2020 semester has 
been extended to April 24, 2020. Any "W" grade received during Spring 2020 will not 
count towards the maximum number of course withdrawals of five (5) permitted during 
matriculation at FAMU. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional guidance and information for students will be placed on 
the Registrar’s website on March 27, 2020. 
 


